2027 Van Ness Butler Jr. Award Application

Call for Nominations:

Help us recognize excellence in Walton County’s tourism and hospitality industry. This
annual award honors an individual who demonstrates outstanding initiative, elevates our
destination brand, and makes significant contributions to the local community.

Action Required

Submit your nomination (including self-nominations) by Friday, September 4, at 5:00
p-m. CDT. The winner will be announced at the Walton County Tourism annual meeting
in October 2026.

Eligibility & Criteria
Nominees must meet the following requirements:

« Location: Reside or work in Walton County, Fla.

e Industry: Work in hospitality service, travel/tourism marketing, advertising, or
promotion (e.g., accommodations, attractions, eco-tourism, retail, dining,
transportation).

« Impact: Demonstrate consistent innovation and success in strengthening Walton
County’s standing as a premier travel destination, alongside significant
contributions to the local community.

o Exclusions: Previous winners are not eligible. People who do not work or live in
Walton County are ineligible.

How to Nominate

1. Complete the Form: Fill out the nomination form below or download an
application to email

2. Attach Documentation: Include a short biography (under 150 words) and a
summary of the nominee’s qualifying accomplishments. Relevant supporting
documents are permitted.

3. Submit: Email the complete package to Lisa Foster at Lisa@VWCFLTourism.com
or submit it online at waltoncountyfltourism.com/van-ness-butler-jr-award.

For questions, please contact Lisa Foster, Industry Relations Specialist, at (850) 333-
2728 or Lisa@WCFLTourism.com.
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Van Ness Butler Jr. Hospitality Award

Nomination Form

Nominator’s Information

Name:

Business & Job Title:
Phone:

Email:

Nominee Information

Name:

Title:

Address:

City, State, Zip:
Phone:

Email:

Nominee’s Biography (Please provide key career highlights and achievements in 150
words or less):

Signature

¢ Nominator’s Printed Name:

« Nominator’s Signature:

o Date:




